

After being in Minnesota for two weeks, a happy voice belonging to a lovely face with sparkling blue eyes heralded, “You’re still here!”  Now, does that mean that my absence from this beautiful state for 37 years was only a dream?  Is it true that I’m not in Colorado any more?  Or, could this be a fragment of my imagination???

Downsizing from a three-bedroom, split level home is an awesome task.  It was extremely challenging to decide what will be important in our future residence versus what to sell, give away, or leave behind.  We were brutal in our choices.
The Smith clan had a going away dinner for us at Gunther Toody’s Restaurant (a retro ‘50s style restaurant) the evening prior to our departure.  This gave Mary Ann a chance to meet more of the Smith family.
Mary Ann flew to Denver on June 29th to assist with the final packing of our belongings, and to help form a small caravan to Minneapolis.  With Ricke driving the Penske truck, Mary Ann took the helm of driving our SUV with Simplicity (our popup) in tow.   Her two-way radio was a dandy way to communicate on the highways. Thelma and Louise are alive and well.

We arrived safely in Mounds View on Saturday, July 2nd.  Balloons and Welcome Home signs posted at the door labeled 105 and in the apartment clearly identified our new home at The Sands.  Our 18 cubic feet refrigerator was well stocked with beer and Amaretto Coffee (Gevalia Kaffe) to help make our arrival a more “moving” experience.  Hey, I recognized this place—Mary Ann lived in this building for six years many moons ago.
Dan and Mary Ann helped us unload the truck and SUV on Sunday.  Our new neighbors, Dave and Marie, noticed our activities, and offered their assistance to transfer our belongings into the apartment.  Located on the first floor, it made the unloading/transferring our few treasures a tad easier.
Ricke was most surprised that many apartment dwellings in Minnesota have garages--not carports.  He suggested it’s probably to house all those fishing boats that Minnesotans own.  I must admit, however, as we were re-acquainting ourselves in the Mounds View area, I’ve seen few boats on the lakes in this area.
How does it feel to be back in Minnesota?  Like I’ve been in stasis for a millennium and now find myself in another world far, far away.
New address/telephone number:  5445 Jackson Drive, Apt 105, Mounds View, MN  55112-1460.  Telephone No.  763-784-8335.
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